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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of the claims in the 
present application: 



Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of parameter passing of data structures 
where an API and corresponding stored procedures are gj _at d i fferent version/release 
levels different from one another , the method comprising: 

receiving -from a calling program, a data structure having a p l ura li ty of 
data structure elements used for communicating data between the stored 
procedures and the calling program; 

ftfst-parsing the data structure for a first version identifier of the data 
structure; 

comparing the first version identifier of the parsed data structure to a 
second version identifier of the stored procedures , obtaining version control 
information from a library, and thereafter parsing data structure elements in 
accordance to an indication of data structure compatibility, wherein ; 

when said the comparing of the first version identifier with the second 
version identifier i s i nd i cat i ve indicates compatibility of a data structure 
compat i b ili ty between said the calling program and said the stored procedures, 
second providing parsing all of the data structure elements of the data structure 
known to both of said calling program and said stored procedures ; and^ when 
said the comparing of the first version identifier with the second version identifier 
i s i nd i cat i ve indicates incompatibility of a data structure i ncompat i b ili ty between 
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said the calling program and said the stored procedures, th4fd providing parsing 
gj_only data structure elements of the data structure that are known to either of 
said the calling program and or said the stored procedures. 



2. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said the 
indication compar i ng i s i nd i cat i vo of a data structure compatibility results in a value of 
false i ncompat i b ili ty between said the calling program and said the stored procedures 
when the first version identifier is not l ocated i n tho data structure by sa i d f i rst pars i ng 
absent . 



3. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said the 
indication compar i ng i s i nd i cat i vo of a data structure compatibility results in a value of 
true compat i b ili ty between said the calling program and said the stored procedures 
when the first version identifier matches the second version identifier. 



4. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said the 
indication compar i ng i s i nd i cat i vo of a data structure compatibility results in a value of 
false i ncompat i b ili ty between said the calling program and said the stored procedures 
when the first version identifier is determined to be at least one of: 

th e f i rst v e rs i on i d e nt i f ie r less than the second version identifier; 

tho f i rst vers i on i dent i f i er i s not located i n tho data structure by sa i d f i rst 
pars i ng absent ; and 

th e f i rst v e rs i on i d e nt i f ie r i s greater than the second version identifier. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 4, wherein said the 
ttwd-parsing of only the data structure elements of the data structure that are known to 
both of said the calling program and said the stored procedures includes: 

ttwd parsing only the data structure elements of the data structure that are 
known to the calling program when the first version identifier is less than the second 
version identifier. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 4, wherein said the 
tfwd parsing of only the data structure elements of the data structure that are known to 
both of said the calling program and said the stored procedures includes: 

tfwd parsing only the data structure elements of the data structure that are 
known to the stored procedures when the first version identifier is greater than the 
second version identifier. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the 
roco i v i ng i nc l udes roco i v i ng the data structure includes hav i ng a BLOB/CLOB pair. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 7, wherein: the step 
of receiving the data structure including hav i ng the BLOB/CLOB pair includes: receiving 
a CLOB having at least one character data value; and receiving a BLOB having a 
version identifier, a data element ID for each respective character data value, a data 
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type for each respective character data value, and a data length for each respective 
character data value. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 8, furth e r 
compr i s i ng: wherein the library further includes a library system control table, wh e r ei n a 
resu l t of sa i d compar i ng and the indication is based on the version control information 
obtained from the library system control table. 



10-27. (Canceled) 



